901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Absolution
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Service of the Word
Kyrie

sung by soloist - LSB 942, LSB 943 (stanza 2), LSB 942 (public domain)

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies

Tune and text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

C

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your
people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Verse of the Month
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalms, chapter one hundred eleven, verse nine.

C

He [God] sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his
name!. (Psalm 111:9)

Old Testament Reading
1 Samuel 3:1–20
1
The young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days;
there was no frequent vision.
2
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place.
3
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God
was.
4
Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
6
And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the
LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
8
And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young man. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if
he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10
And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant hears.” 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of
everyone who hears it will tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from beginning to end. 13And I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew,
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15
Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the
vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17And Eli said, “What was
it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of all
that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do
what seems good to him.”
19
And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from
Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
Epistle

Psalm 139:1-10

O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
1 Corinthians 6:12–20

12

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be
enslaved by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and
the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised
the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I
then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Or do you not know that he who is
joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who
is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is
outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20for you were bought with a
price. So glorify God in your body.

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able out of respect for the reading of the Holy Gospel.

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
43

John 1:43–51

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael said to him, “How do you know
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered him, “Because I said to
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of
Man.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.

Sermon

589 Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens

Tune and text: Public domain

The Rite for the Reception of New Members
P

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father
who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now
ask you in the name of the Lord.

P
R

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your
Baptism?
Yes, I do.

P
R

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

P
R

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the doctrine of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
I do.

P
R

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.

P
R
P

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

R

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall
away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.

P
R

Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?
I do.

P

Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers and the gifts God has
given you?
I will, with the help of God.

R
P

C

Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are [a member/members] of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the blessings
of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

P

C

Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons and
daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to
believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue
steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we await the day when all who
have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite concludes with the following blessing:

P
C

The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

The new members return to their places.

Prayer of the Church
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and
freely promised to hear us.

C
.
P
C
.
P

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your
holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent
love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious
name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the
devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer
Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil
things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your
merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our
needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice
in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its
ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Service of the Sacrament
Please stand as you are able.

Preface
P
C
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our
God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the
testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His
body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love
which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift,
guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy

sts. 1, 3

Tune and text: Public domain

Please be seated.

Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:

Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
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623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

Text and tune: Public domain

783 Take My Life and Let It Be

5

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

Please stand as you are able. In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal
217
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee

Tune and text: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Please be seated.
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402 The Only Son from Heaven

Tune and text: Public domain
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